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RARE EARLY ITALIAN RENAISSANCE PAINTING 
NOW ON VIEW AT THE ART GALLERY OF HAMILTON 

 
Free admission to see extraordinary work 

 

 
     Circle of Ercole de’ Roberti (about 1450-96), The Adoration of the Shepherds   c.1480s 
     oil on panel.  Promised gift from the Joey and Toby Tanenbaum Collection, 2016 
     Photo: Bob McNair 

 
December 17, 2015 -- The Art Gallery of Hamilton is proud to present the special 
viewing of a painting by the 15th-century Italian court artist Ercole de Roberti.  
Born in 1450, Roberti was a contemporary of Leonardo da Vinci and Botticelli 
and was well known in his time.  
 
Entitled The Adoration of the Shepherds, the painting unites three events central 
to the story of Christ’s birth: the nativity in the manger, the adoration of the 
shepherds and that of the three kings. Painted nearly 600 years ago, the 
condition of the work is exceptional.  
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“This is a rare and significant acquisition for a Canadian public institution, and the 
condition of the work, along with the provenance is extraordinary,” said Shelley 
Falconer, President and CEO, Art Gallery of Hamilton.  “An exquisite example of 
early Renaissance painting, Roberti’s work will help bolster the Art Gallery of 
Hamilton’s position as an important repository of European art. We are delighted 
and enormously grateful to the Tanenbaums for their tremendous wisdom and 
foresight in strengthening and supporting the depth and breadth of the AGH 
collection.”    
  
Previously owned by Bernard Berenson, one of the most famous and influential 
authorities on Italian Renaissance paintings and drawings, the painting hung for 
years in the study of his Tuscan villa, I Tatti.  It was subsequently purchased by 
art collectors and AGH benefactors, Joey and Toby Tanenbaum, who were 
among the five Canadian individuals and couples named in ARTNews 
magazine’s most recent list of the top 200 art collectors in the world. Since 2002, 
the Tanenbaums have donated more than 400 works of art to the AGH, including 
The Joey and Toby Tanenbaum Collection of 19th-century European art, which is 
among the finest in the world.  
 
Adoration of the Shepherds is on view until March 20, 2016, on Gallery Level 
Two, where admission is free, courtesy of Orlick Industries Limited.   
 
About the Art Gallery of Hamilton   
Founded in 1914, the Art Gallery of Hamilton is the oldest and largest public art 
gallery in southwestern Ontario. Its permanent collection, which is focused on 
historical Canadian, 19th-century European and Contemporary art, now numbers 
more than 10,000 works and is recognized as one of the finest in Canada. The 
AGH is a vital creative hub and centre of lifelong learning that enables people of 
all ages to enrich their lives by gaining a deeper understanding of art. Visit 
www.artgalleryofhamilton.com for more information.  
 
On view at the AGH are:   
Art for a Century: 100 for the 100th: On view now  
http://www.artgalleryofhamilton.com/ex_current.php  
 
are you experienced?: June 26, 2015 to January 3, 2016: 
http://www.artgalleryofhamilton.com/ex_upcoming.php  
 
VISITOR INFORMATION  
Admission:  
AGH Members: Free; Adults, $10; Students/Seniors, $8; Children (6-17), $4; under 5 
years, Free. Friday Free Night: Free admission on the January 8, February 5, and 
March 4 from 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  
 
Gallery Hours:  
Tuesday & Wednesday, 11 a.m.–6 p.m.; Thursday, 11 a.m.–8 p.m.; Friday, 11 a.m.–6 p.m.; 
Saturday–Sunday, 12 noon–5 p.m.  
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Open Thursday, December 24 and Thursday, December 31 from 11 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Closed Friday, December 25; Saturday, December 26; and Friday, January 1.  
 
The Art Gallery of Hamilton is located at 123 King Street West, downtown Hamilton, 
Ontario, L8P 4S8. [T] 905.527.6610 [E] info@artgalleryofhamilton.com 
 
For more information, please contact:  
Janet Mowat, Director of Communications, Art Gallery of Hamilton 
[T] 905.527.6610, x 237  
[E] janet@artgalleryofhamilton.com  


