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Taking Root at the Art Gallery of Hamilton

A new exhibition showcases recent acquisitions to the
AGH's evolving collection

Syrus Marcus Ware (Canadian b. 1977), Take Root Amongst the Stars (Detail), c. 2020, banner from the project In Movement:
Training Sessions for Freedom Fighters, mixed media textile. Purchase, Permanent Collection Fund, 2022 © Syrus Marcus Ware.
Photo: Mike Lalich, 2023.
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We're unveiling what's been building behind the scenes—new acquisitions from the
past fifteen years that reflect the ever-expanding story of our collection and the artists
who shape it.

On view from June 26, 2025 to January 4, 2026, Taking Root brings to light some of the
AGH's newest additions to our permanent collection, showcasing a diverse range of
artists, media, and perspectives. From contemporary voices to historical anchors, these
works offer a window into the conversations and curiosities guiding our collections.



“"We invite you to experience Taking Root and explore these recent
additions to the AGH's permanent collection - not just as a group of
artworks, but as a gathering of voices shaped by real lives, the stories they
carry, and the relationships they’ve built.” says Shelley Falconer, President
and CEO at the Art Gallery of Hamilton.

The title Taking Root is inspired by Octavia Butler’s writing, in which she calls on
communities to “take root among the stars.” This inspirational phrase serves as a tribute
and a call to action, taken up by Syrus Marcus Ware in one of his works included in the
exhibition.

Other celebrated artists featured in the exhibition include Jean-Paul Riopelle, Rosalie
Favell, Jan Wade, stylo starr, Louis De Niverville, Meryl McMaster, Katherine Takpannie,
Sam Thomas, Tim Whiten, Carole Condé and Karl Beveridge, Paul-Emile Borduas, James
Turnbull, An Whitlock, Nathan Eugene Carson, Liss Platt, Alan Flint, Alex Jacobs-Blum,
Mosesee Pootoogook, Lorne Toews, Rosalie Favell, Larry Fink, Fiona Kinsella, Harold
Edgerton, Cara Romero, Roger Ferreira, and many others.

Taking Root features 115 artworks by 65 artists — 25 percent of whom are from the
region.

Katherine Takpannie (Inuk, b. 1989), Autumn Peltier #3, 2020, archival pigment print. Photo courtesy of the artist.
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Collections begins with artists. Their work is the heart and soul of a collecting institution
— each artwork carrying a trace of the person who created it. With this exhibition, we
meet the artists through their work and are invited to experience the world from their
unique perspectives.

“The AGH is proud to have the third largest art collection in Ontario, which
is also one of the five most important collections in Canada,” says Falconer.
“This exhibition is a true celebration of Hamilton’s prominent role as a
major cultural hub in the region, province, and country.”

Taking Root invites you to witness how a collection grows, not only through the art itself,
but through the questions we ask, the stories we keep, and the commitments we make.

Roger Ferreira (Canadian b. 1961), Peace March (Detail), 2008, watercolour on paper. Purchase, Permanent Collection Fund, 2022.
Photo: Mike Lalich, 2023.
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Photographs for use by media can be downloaded here.

About the Art Gallery of Hamilton

Founded in 1914, the Art Gallery of Hamilton is the oldest and largest public art gallery
in southwestern Ontario. Its permanent collection, which is focused on historical
Canadian, International, and Contemporary art, numbers more than 11,000 works and is
recognized as one of Canada’s finest. The AGH is a vital creative hub and centre of
lifelong learning that enables people of all ages to enrich their lives by gaining a deeper
understanding of art.

For more information, interview requests, and images, please contact:

Aaron Lam, Coordinator of Communications
Art Gallery of Hamilton
905.527.6610, ext. 247

alam@artgalleryofhamilton.com
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